Dasis Bird
Observatory

Figure 1. Huge numbers of Eared Grebes at the Salton Sea, February 1992.
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Fu-gure 1. Oasks Bird Obser vartory Salton Sea survey locations
Locations of weekly surveys- Eastside: A = north North Shore, B = North Shore, C = State Recreation Area, D = Salt Creek. Westside: E = 81st Ave., F = 83rd
Ave./84th Ave., G = 84.5th Ave./85th Ave.

Location of monthly surveys — Eastside: H = Hayes Road, Westside: | = Desert Shores.

Observers: RM = Robert McKernan, CM = Chet McGaugh.






Effects of water levels receding and topographic variation
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Northeast shoreline: Garfield
St., Arthur St., Cleveland St.
inflow drains. 15 August 2018
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Figure 4. An aerial view of the receding shoreline at Salt Creek along the eastern shore of Salton Sea, 22 November 2019. This aerial view of Salt Creek
shoreline clearly indicates the shallow bathymetry nearshore combined with the receding Salton Sea has created significant shallow water habitats and
widespread barnacle bars. Continued OBO surveys reveal that shallow bathymetry locations create wide-ranging suitable foraging habitat for waterfowl,

wading birds and shorebirds.
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Figure 3. The receding shoreline between Salton City and abandoned Naval Station along the western shore of Salton Sea has formed extensive
shallow water habitats and widespread barnacle bars, 22 November 2019.
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Inundation along the westside shoreline of Salton Sea, the establishment of a series of braided streams flowing to the sea between Whitewater River and Ave 76, this fluvial environment was
presumed created by flood waters (February-March 2019) compromising a portion of the west levee of Whitewater River
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Dynamic Area-based Salton Sea habitats (DABSSH’s)
Based on Oasis Bird Observatory long-term monitoring of

the north and central portion of Salton Sea it appears

as the Sea becomes more hypersaline drain outflows appear
to be imperative refugia for migratory, staging, overwintering
and breeding birds.

DABSSH’s are enhanced by receding shorelines
increasing shallow water and barnacle pool habitats
thereby promoting rich avian diversity

A survey-based compelling feature that appeared to begin in
late 2017 was the receding Salton Sea and the current
shallow bathymetry along the north and central areas of the
Sea has presented large extensive shallow water areas
creating high-use areas for waterbird species near drain
outflows.
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