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AGENDA:   
DATE:  
 
LOCATION:  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
Thursday, October 28, 2021 
10:00 a.m. 
Via Zoom Webinar 
 
 

VIRTUAL MEETING 
 
Pursuant to Assembly Bill 361, this meeting may be conducted by Zoom webinar and there will be 
no in-person public access to the meeting location.   
The public will be able to view the meeting live at 10:00 a.m. October 28.  Please see the meeting 
login information at http://SaltonSea.com/meetings, or access www.zoom.us, click “Join 
Meeting,” and enter Webinar ID 857 5656 4496 and Passcode 419267. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
ROLL CALL 
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
This Public Comments time is reserved for matters not included under “Action Items” or 
otherwise not on the agenda.  
Any member of the public may address the Board relating to any matter within the 
Authority’s jurisdiction and are invited to speak to any specific Action Item listed in the 
agenda at the time it is called; all other agenda items should be addressed during this 
general public comment period. California law prohibits members of the Board from taking 
action on matters not on the agenda.  
Remarks shall be limited to a maximum of three (3) minutes. 
Public comment may be delivered verbally during the meeting.  To do so, use Zoom’s 
“raised hand” feature, or by phone press *9 to be acknowledged. 
 
You may also email your comments to info@saltonsea.com (include in your subject line 
“Public Comment, 10/28/21 SSA board meeting.”) Hand-delivered comments should be 
placed in an envelope addressed to “Board Secretary, Salton Sea Authority,” delivered to 
82995 Highway 111, Suite 200, Indio, California, and left with the attending security officer. 
 
All written comments should include your name, address (addresses will be redacted), and 
whether it is for general public comment or a specific agenda item (number and topic).  
Comments received in writing, either by email or written, will be distributed to the Board, 
posted on the Salton Sea Authority website for public review and, if received before noon on 
Wednesday October 27, will be acknowledged during public comments.  Written comments 
will not be read aloud into the public record. 
 

 

A copy of the agenda and supplemental 
materials will be available for viewing or 
download at:  

http://SaltonSea.com/meetings 

http://saltonsea.com/meetings
http://saltonsea.com/meetings
http://www.zoom.us/
http://www.zoom.us/
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III. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

This is a time set aside for members of the Board to share their thoughts and concerns 
regarding general Authority matters not on the agenda, ask questions of staff, and request 
that items be added to an agenda at a later date.   
The Brown Act expressly prohibits lengthy Board Member discussion of matters not on the 
agenda. The Board may at its discretion add items deemed to be an emergency to the 
agenda (by 4/5 vote) in order to engage in public discourse. 
 

IV. ACTION ITEMS 
A. Consent Calendar – Approve, Receive, and File 

1. AB 361 Remote Meeting Authorization for October 28, 2021 
2. Minutes of Salton Sea Authority Board Meeting September 23, 2021   
3. Warrant Register Ratification for September 2021 
4. Internal Financial Report for:  7/01/2021 – 8/31/2021 
5. Change December 2021 meeting date from the 16th to the 9th  
6. Approve 2022 Meeting Schedule 

B. Presentation and Approval: Audit Report for Salton Sea Authority FY 2020-2021 – 
Shannon Ayala, CPA, Partner, Davis Farr 

C. Review North Lake Demonstration Project Contract with County – Robert Hargreaves, 
Esq. – Staff Recommendation: approve as submitted 
 

V. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS AND RECOGNITIONS 
A. State report on vegetation projects on West Shore and East Bombay Beach – Evon P. 

Willhoff, Program Manager I, CDWR Salton Sea Program 
B. Presentation by Lauren Elachi, Senior Design Coordinator, Kounkuey Design Initiative 

(KDI) 
C. Presentation of Leadership Recognition Plaque to Director Alex Cárdenas 
 

VI. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
A. Standardized procedure regarding letters of support for for-profit and non-profit 

enterprises doing work at or around the Sea.  Discussion and possible action/board 
direction.  
Staff Recommendation:  Adopt proposed resolution and template letters of support as an 
ongoing policy in support of such efforts, or as the Board may otherwise direct. 
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VII. REPORTS 

A. Federal  
1. Federal Activities – Lisa Moore Lehman, Partner, Cultivating Conservation 
2. US Bureau of Reclamation – Genevieve Johnson, Program Manager for the Salton 

Sea 
B. State  

1. State Advocacy Report – Oracio Gonzalez, Principal, Ollin Strategies 
2. State of California – Evon Willhoff, Program Manager 1, Salton Sea Program, 

Department of Water Resources 
3. Salton Sea State Recreation Area Update on Activities – Steve Quartieri, District 

Superintendent, California State Parks 
C. Local  

1. Salton Sea Action Committee (SSAC) – Alan Pace, SSAC President 
D. General Manager’s Report and Comments 

1. GM Report – G. Patrick O’Dowd, Executive Director/GM, Salton Sea Authority 
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
NEXT MEETING TIME & LOCATION:  
(Subject to board action on October 28, 2021) 

 
Thursday, December 9, 2021, at 10:00 a.m. 

 
Location: 

County of Imperial Board of Supervisor Chambers 
County Administration Center 

940 West Main Street, Suite 211 
El Centro, CA. 92243 

 
Participation will also be available via Zoom 

 
 
 

Any public record, relating to an open session agenda item, that is distributed within 72 hours prior to the meeting is available for 
public inspection in the lobby at the front desk of the County Law Building located at 82995 Highway 111, Indio, CA  92201. 
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 Salton Sea Authority 

Memorandum 
To: Salton Sea Authority Board of Directors 
From: G. Patrick O’Dowd, Executive Director/GM 
Date: October 28, 2021 
Re: AB 361 Remote Meeting Authorization for October 28, 2021 
CM No.  IV.A.1 - 10-28-2021 

GENERAL:   
 
AB 361 (Government Code Section 54953(e)) provides that a local agency may employ remote 
teleconferencing upon a monthly finding by the governing board that certain circumstances exist, 
among those that there is a Governor-declared emergency and state or local officials are 
recommending social distancing.  Both of those circumstances currently exist.  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
The Salton Sea Authority Staff recommends that the Salton Sea Authority Board authorize this 
meeting to be held remotely via Zoom webinar by adopting the following finding: 
 
The Board of Directors of the Salton Sea Authority hereby finds that the State of California continues 
in a Governor-declared state of emergency to combat the Covid epidemic and state and local health 
officials are recommending social distancing, and consequently the Authority Board and its other 
Brown-Act bodies will continue to employ remote teleconferencing under Government Code Section 
54953(e).   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
G. Patrick O’Dowd 
Executive Director/GM 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 
SALTON SEA AUTHORITY 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING  
September 23, 2021 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER  

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Salton Sea Authority (“Authority”) Board of 
Directors (“Board”) was called to order by V. Manuel Perez, President, at 10:00 a.m., 
Thursday, September 23, 2021), via Zoom webinar.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Executive Director G. Patrick O’Dowd led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL:   

DIRECTORS PRESENT AGENCY 
V. Manuel Perez, President Riverside County  
Luis A. Plancarte, Vice-President Imperial County 
Altrena Santillanes, Secretary* Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians  
Anthony Bianco, Treasurer* Coachella Valley Water District 
Ryan E. Kelley, Director* Imperial County 
Thomas Tortez, Director Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians 
Alex Cárdenas, Director Imperial Irrigation District  
Jeff Hewitt, Director Riverside County  
Arturo Delgado, Ex-Officio Member California Natural Resources Agency 

(CNRA) 
* Directors Santillanes, Kelley, and Bianco arrived at 10:07, 10:08, and 10:17 
respectively, prior to IV. Action Items. 
 
DIRECTORS ABSENT  AGENCY 
Cástulo R. Estrada, Director Coachella Valley Water District 
Norma S. Galindo, Director Imperial Irrigation District 

 
In keeping with the Salton Sea Authority bylaws, there being at least three of the five 
member agencies represented, and a single director carrying the vote of both 
directors when the second director of the same agency is absent, a quorum was 
declared, and the meeting proceeded. 
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SALTON SEA AUTHORITY STAFF PRESENT 
G. Patrick O’Dowd, Executive Director/GM 
Bob Hargreaves, Best Best & Krieger, Legal Counsel 
 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC PRESENT 
There were 40 public attendees present via Zoom and 21 participants including the board 
members and staff. 
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Written comments: (none) 
Verbal comments:  

• Mr. Chuck Parker expressed concerns regarding Red Hill Bay. 

• Mr. Tom Sephton echoed Mr. Parker’s concerns, and provided additional comments 
on a possible US Army Corps of Engineers’ feasibility study.  

• Ms. Feliz Nunez expressed her concerns regarding community health and the safety 
of the Alamo and New rivers. 

 
III. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS  

• SSA President Perez welcomed the newly elected officers, thanked his predecessor 
Director Cardenas for his service, recognized the remaining board members, and 
shared a list of goals for this next year. 

• Director Cardenas welcomed the public and directors and said he was looking 
forward to the discussion regarding establishing a policy regarding resolutions and 
letters of support. 

• Director Kelley shared that a media day would be held on October 1 at the south 
Salton Sea at Energy Source to educate the media and others on geothermal, mineral 
extraction, and their impacts.   

• Director Plancarte congratulated President Perez on his first meeting, looks forward 
to a very productive year and serving together with him and all directors, agencies, 
and members of the public.  

 
IV. ACTION ITEMS 

A. CONSENT CALENDAR – Approve, Receive, and File 
1. Minutes of SSA Board Meeting June 24, 2021 
2. Warrant Register Ratifications for June 2021 
3. Warrant Register Ratifications for July 2021 
4. Warrant Register Ratifications for August 2021 
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5. Internal Financial Report for:  7/01/2020 - 6/30/2021 
6. Internal Financial Report for:  7/01/2021 - 7/31/2021 
On motion by Plancarte and second by Cardenas, the Board approved the Consent 
Calendar to be received and filed.  
(Public comment was invited, none received.) 
Approved by the following vote: 
AYES: Directors Perez, Hewitt, Plancarte, Kelley, Santillanes, Tortez, Bianco*, 

Cardenas* 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Directors Estrada* and Galindo* 
ABSTAINED: None 
MOTION PASSED: Unanimously 
*In keeping with the Salton Sea Authority bylaws, a single director carries the vote of 
both directors of the agency when the second director of the same agency is absent.    
 

B. Update Facsimile Signature Policy 
The Executive Director recommended the board’s adoption of the policy submitted 
by Salton Sea Authority’s counsel and reviewed by staff as to useability to provide a 
formalized, board-approved policy addressing the use of electronic signatures in 
current-day office practices. 
On motion by Bianco and second by Santillanes, the Board approved the policy. 
(Public comment was invited, none received.) 
Approved by the following vote: 
AYES: Directors Perez, Hewitt, Plancarte, Kelley, Santillanes, Tortez, Bianco*, 

Cardenas* 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Directors Estrada* and Galindo* 
ABSTAINED: None 
MOTION PASSED: Unanimously 
*In keeping with the Salton Sea Authority bylaws, a single director carries the vote of 
both directors of the agency when the second director of the same agency is absent.    

C. Consideration of Ad Hoc Committee Appointments for FY 2021-2022 
President Perez invited the directors to volunteer to serve on one or more committees. 
Executive Director O’Dowd introduced the ad hoc committee appointments.  
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The following are the proposed committee selections: 
 Executive:  Chair – President V. Manuel Perez, Vice-President Luis A. Plancarte 
 Finance:  Chair – Treasurer Anthony Bianco, members Director Alex Cardenas, and 

Director Jeff Hewitt. 
 Personnel:  Chair – Vice-President Luis A. Plancarte, members President V. 

Manuel Perez and Director Cástulo Estrada. (Director Estrada was selected in 
absentia and advised afterward.) 
 Projects Committee:  Chair – Director Ryan Kelley, members Director Altrena 

Santillanes, Director Alex Cardenas, and Ex-Officio member CNRA Assistant 
Secretary Arturo Delgado.  

Brown Act quorum concerns were discussed and alleviated by Counsel. 
On motion by Hewitt and second by Kelley, the Board approved the ad hoc 
committee appointments. 
(Public comment was invited, none received.) 
Approved by the following vote: 
AYES: Directors Perez, Hewitt, Plancarte, Kelley, Santillanes, Tortez, Bianco*, 

Cardenas* 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Directors Estrada* and Galindo* 
ABSTAINED: None 
MOTION PASSED: Unanimously 
*In keeping with the Salton Sea Authority bylaws, a single director carries the vote of 
both directors of the agency when the second director of the same agency is absent.    
 

V. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
A. Salton Sea Authority Policy Regarding Resolutions and Letters of Support 

Executive Director O’Dowd asked the board to direct staff to develop a formalized 
procedure regarding letters of support that could be applied to private and non-profit 
enterprises.  
President Perez agreed that the board should have such a policy and invited Director 
Cardenas to share his thoughts, as he had brought it up as well. 
The discussion included suggestions:   
• That the letters of support would not advocate for the project per se, but for the 

principles and policies consistent with the Authority’s objectives, and provide 
support that would not be unique to an individual project 

• That the policy would include that the Authority’s purpose is to protect our 
environment and protect public health (their proposals must follow those 
guidelines) 
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• That the authority to decide whether to provide a letter or resolution of support 
would lie with the ad hoc Executive Committee, rather than with the Executive 
Director. 

Chairman Perez recapped that this item does not require a vote and gave the 
Executive Director direction to work with Counsel on a draft procedure for future 
board consideration.  

B. Board Meeting Dates, Times, and Locations in Consideration of COVID-19 Protocols 
Discussion covered: 
* The possibility of in-person meetings, while there’s still an expectation that social 

distancing and COVID constraints might continue for some time; 
* Meeting options in light of the fact that the executive order that made way for 

remote meetings expires October 1; 
* Include an evening meeting in Riverside County and an evening meeting in 

Imperial County;  
* Check with member agencies CVWD and Imperial County Supervisors (as well as 

other venues) re: use of their facilities. 
 

VI. PRESENTATIONS 
A. Monitoring Implementation Plan (MIP) 

Dr. Ramona Swenson, Restoration Ecology Program Manager with Environmental 
Science Associates, an environmental consulting firm, is project manager for this 
effort. She briefed the board on the Monitoring Implementation Plan that is being 
developed by the Salton Sea Management Program. The MIP is not “yet another 
study,” but is an ongoing monitoring of conditions to guide priorities and provide 
current data for the work being done. 
 

VII. REPORTS 
C. Local   

(At the request of the Chairman, and the approval of the full board, Item C was taken 
out of order.) 
1. Salton Sea Action Committee (SSAC) 

Juan M. DeLara, immediate past president of Salton Sea Action Committee, 
reported on recent and upcoming SSAC activities on behalf of new SSAC 
President Alan Pace. They are recruiting members in Imperial County and will 
soon be filming a virtual tour of the Salton Sea to put on their website. Mark 
Grant is their new Vice-President. 

A. Federal  
1. Federal Activities  

Lisa Moore Lehman, Partner, Cultivating Conservation, reported on progress on 
behalf of the Salton Sea made during the summer hiatus. (Her written report can 
be viewed at this meeting’s web page.) 
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2. US Bureau of Reclamation – (none) 
 

B. State  
1. State Advocacy Report 

Oracio Gonzalez, Principal, Ollin Strategies, reported that as the budget was being 
finalized in late August, it was discovered that funds that had been committed to 
the Salton Sea were not included in the budget.  Immediate advocacy efforts were 
successful in getting $40 million for the Salton Sea back into the final budget 
before it closed. The governor’s commitment was for $220 million; if the 
remaining $180 million is not included in January’s budget, he recommends 
immediate action to get it reinstated   

2. State of California 
Evon Willhoff, Program Manager 1, Salton Sea Management Program (SSMP), 
Department of Water Resources, provided an update on SSMP project status, 
upcoming plans and events, and on two new hires: James Newcom – Assistant 
Deputy Director of the California Department of Water Resources Salton Sea 
Program, based out of Sacramento, and Public Affairs Officer Miguel Hernandez, 
California Natural Resources Agency, based out of Imperial. Mr. Hernandez 
unmuted and announced the upcoming community engagement committee 
meeting.   

3. Salton Sea State Recreation Area (none)  
D. General Manager’s Report and Comments 

1. G. Patrick O’Dowd, Executive Director/GM, Salton Sea Authority, welcomed 
Miguel Hernandez to his new role and referred attendees to the GM report in the 
board packet, highlighting progress on the North Lake Pilot Demonstration 
Project. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no additional board member comments, Board President Perez adjourned the 
meeting at 11:56 a.m.  
There being no objection, on motion by Director Santillanes and second by Director 
Kelley, the Chairman adjourned the meeting.  
 

 
NEXT MEETING TIME & LOCATION: 

SSA board meetings will be held via Zoom until further notice. 
Thursday, October 28, 2021 

10:00 a.m. via Zoom 



Checking Account Activity

September 1, 2021 through September 30, 2021

Warrant Warrant Vendor

Date Number Name Amount

Beginning Cash 372,384.96$   

09/03/2021 EFT Pitney Bowes (10.00)  

09/13/2021 EFT Pacific Western Payment (1,164.99)  

09/19/2021 EFT VISA Payment (225.96)  

09/16/2021 EFT Pitney Bowes (67.46)  

09/20/2021 1252 Best, Best & Krieger (4,170.00)  

09/20/2021 1253 Cultivating Conservation (7,000.00)  

09/20/2021 1254 Eide Bailly LLP (3,172.49)  

09/20/2021 1255 OfficeTeam (7,046.72)  

09/20/2021 1256 Ollin Strategies (5,000.00)  

09/20/2021 1257 SystemGo IT LLC (691.00)  

09/20/2021 1258 Thill, Linda (54.34)  

Net Activity (28,602.96)     

Ending Cash 343,782.00$   
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General Fund
DWR - Prop 

68 Grant
TOTAL FY 21-22 Budget

% of 

Budget
$ Variance

1 INCOME

2 Local Government/Member Assessments 610,000$     -$     610,000$     610,000$    100% -$     

3 Ex Officio State Dues -  -   -  150,000  0% (150,000)   

4 Sponsorships -  -   -  50,000  0% (50,000)   

5 Other Grants -  -   -  80,000  0% (80,000)   

6 State of California Grants (Prop 68) -  -   -  250,000  0% (250,000)   

7 Pooled Cash Allocated Interest -  -   -  1,000  0% (1,000)  

8 Miscellaneous Revenue -  -   -  -  0% -   

9 TOTAL INCOME 610,000$     -$     610,000$     1,141,000$    53% (531,000)$     

10 EXPENSE

11 SSA Administration

12 Salaries & Benefits

13 Total Salaries 48,089$     -$     48,089$     371,800$    13% (323,711)$     

14 Total Employee Benefits 20,065  -   20,065   166,200  12% (146,135)   

15 Total Salaries & Benefits 68,154  -   68,154   538,000  13% (469,846)   

16 Contract Service / Professional

17 DC Advocates 14,000  -   14,000   84,000  17% (70,000)   

18 Sacramento Advocate 10,000  -   10,000   60,000  17% (50,000)   

19 Grant Administration -  -   -  100,000  0% (100,000)   

20 Contract Attorney 1,290  -   1,290  319,000  0% (317,710)   

21 Audit & Accounting 3,172  -   3,172  75,000  4% (71,828)   

22 Contract Service / Professional 28,462  -   28,462   394,000  7% (365,538)   

23 Equipment Maintenance 1,382  -   1,382  12,000  12% (10,618)   

24 Capital Equipment -  -   -  2,400  0% (2,400)  

25 Insurance 1,544  -   1,544  9,300  17% (7,756)  

26 Office Expense/Operating Supplies 1,840  -   1,840  6,000  31% (4,160)  

27 Office Expense/Online Services 459  -   459  3,000  15% (2,541)  

28 Dues, Subscriptions 2,324  -   2,324  10,000  23% (7,676)  

29 Public Relations -  -   -  -  0% -   

30 Travel/Mileage 1,360  -   1,360  84,000  2% (82,640)   

31 Technical Support - Consultant -  -   -  24,000  0% (24,000)   

31 Utilities -  -   -  3,000  0% (3,000)  

33 Total SSA Administration 105,526   -   105,526   1,085,700  10% (980,174)   

34 Grant Expenses

35 EDA Salaries -  -   -  -  0% -   

36 Contractors -  -   -  -  0% -   

37 Total Grant Expenses -  -   -  -  0% -   

38 TOTAL EXPENSE 105,526   -   105,526   1,085,700  10% (980,174)   

39 NET INCOME 504,474$     -$     504,474$     55,300$    449,174$    

Year to Date through August 31, 2021

Salton Sea Authority
Profit & Loss Budget to Actual

(Unaudited)

* No assurance is provided on these financial statements. The financial statements do not include a statement of cash flows. Substantially all disclosures 

required by accountingprinciples generally accepted in the U.S. are not included.
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General Fund

702  Fish 

Clean Up 

Trust

DWR - Prop 

68 Grant
TOTAL

1 ASSETS

2 Checking/Savings

3 Cash - PW Checking 351,394$   20,991$   -$   372,385$   

4 Cash - RivCo Fund 71,503  -  -  71,503  

5 RivCo investment fund 5,127  -  -  5,127  

6 Cash - Petty Cash -  -  -  -  

7 Total Checking/Savings 428,023  20,991  -  449,014  

8 Other Current Assets

9 Due from Grant Funds 10,708  -  -  10,708  

10 Prepaid Items 13,435  -  -  13,435  

11 Interest Receivable -  -  -  -  

12 Grant Receivable 24,143  -  10,708  34,851  

13 Total Other Current Assets 24,143  -  10,708  34,851  

14 TOTAL ASSETS 452,166$   20,991$   10,708$   483,866$   

15 LIABILITIES & FUND BALANCE

Liabilities

16 Accounts Payable -$   -$   -$   -$   

17 Credit Cards

18 Credit Card Payable (Visa) 67  -  -  67  

19 Credit Card Payable (Pac West) 1,165  -  -  1,165  

20 Total Credit Cards 1,232  -  -  1,232  

21 Other Current Liabilities

22 Accrued Expenditures 10,172  -  -  10,172  

23 Deferred Revenue -  -  -  -  

24 Accrued Payroll -  -  -  -  

25 Due to Other Funds -  -  10,708  10,708  

26 Due to EDA -  -  -  -  

26 Accrued Vacation 21,610  -  -  21,610  

28 Total Other Current Liabilities 31,783  -  10,708  42,491  

29 Total Liabilities 33,015  -  10,708  43,723  

30 Fund Balance 419,152  20,991  -  440,143  

31 TOTAL LIABILITIES & FUND BALANCE 452,166$   20,991$   10,708  483,866$   

Salton Sea Authority

Balance Sheets

As of August 31, 2021

(Unaudited)

* No assurance is provided on these financial statements. The financial statements do not include a statement of cash flows. Substantially all disclosures required 

by accounting principles generally accepted in the U.S. are not included.
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 Salton Sea Authority 

Memorandum 
To: Salton Sea Authority Board of Directors 
From: G. Patrick O’Dowd, Executive Director/GM 
Date: October 28, 2021 
Re: Change December 2021 meeting date from the 16th to the 9th 
CM No.  IV.A.5  - 10-28-2021 

GENERAL:   
 
The previously approved Salton Sea Authority board meeting date of December 16, 2021, has 
been found to be in conflict with the CRWUA conference, which many of the directors regularly 
attend.   
 
To avoid difficulty in obtaining a quorum, it is recommended that the meeting date be moved. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
The Salton Sea Authority Staff recommends that the Salton Sea Authority Board approve moving the 
December 16, 2021, board meeting to December 9, 2021. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
G. Patrick O’Dowd 
Executive Director/GM 
 



 Salton Sea Authority 

Memorandum 
To: Salton Sea Authority Board of Directors 
From: G. Patrick O’Dowd, Executive Director/GM 
Date: October 28, 2021 
Re: Approval of 2022 Meeting Schedule 
CM No.  IV.A.6 – 10-28-2021 

GENERAL:   
 
The recommended meeting schedule for next year is presented herewith.  The dates were 
previously distributed to each member agency, and it was determined that the proposed dates 
were acceptable to the majority of board members.  
 
In order to reduce the summer gap, the September meeting has been moved to August.  This 
further allows the incoming Board President to timely appoint committees and provide direction 
and appropriate guidance to Staff.  
 
Proposed 2022 Board meeting dates: 

January 27 
February 24 
March 24 
April 21 

May 26 
June 23 
July – no meeting 
August 25 

September – no meeting 
October 27, 2021  
November – no meeting 
December 8

 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
The Salton Sea Authority Staff recommends that the Salton Sea Authority Board approve the 2022 
meeting schedule. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
G. Patrick O’Dowd 
Executive Director/GM 
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 Salton Sea Authority 

Memorandum 
To: Salton Sea Authority Board of Directors 
From: G. Patrick O’Dowd, Executive Director/GM 
Date: October 28, 2021 
Re: Presentation and Approval - Audit Report for Salton Sea Authority FY 2020-2021 
CM No.  IV.B - 10-28-2021 

GENERAL:   
 
Transmitted herewith please find the Fiscal Year 2020-2021 Audit Report prepared by the firm 
of Davis Farr LLP for your consideration, review and comment.  
 
Ms. Shannon Ayala of Davis Farr LLP will present the Audit Report at the October 28, 2021, SSA 
Board meeting. 
 
Davis Farr LLP is a CPA firm contracted by the Salton Sea Authority to perform an annual 
independent audit of the finances in compliance with law governing local governments – in this 
instance, the Salton Sea Authority as a Joint Powers Authority. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
The Salton Sea Authority Staff recommends that the Salton Sea Authority Board receive and direct 
staff to circulate the report to appropriate agencies. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
G. Patrick O’Dowd 
Executive Director/GM  
 



To the Board of Directors
Salton Sea Authority
Indio, California

We have audited the financial statements of the governmental activities and each major 
fund of The Salton Sea Authority (the “Authority”) for the year ended June 30, 2021. 
Professional standards require that we provide you with information about our 
responsibilities under generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing 
Standards as well as certain information related to the planned scope and timing of our 
audit. We have communicated such information on August 23, 2021. Professional standards 
also require that we communicate to you the following information related to our audit.

Significant Audit Findings

Qualitative Aspects of Accounting Practices

Management is responsible for the selection and use of appropriate accounting policies. The 
significant accounting policies used by the Authority are described in note one to the 
financial statements. No new accounting policies were adopted, and the application of 
existing policies was not changed during 2021.  We noted no transactions entered into by 
the governmental unit during the year for which there is a lack of authoritative guidance or 
consensus. All significant transactions have been recognized in the financial statements in
the proper period.

Accounting estimates are an integral part of the financial statements prepared by 
management and are based on management’s knowledge and experience about past and 
current events and assumptions about future events. Certain accounting estimates are 
particularly sensitive because of their significance to the financial statements and because of 
the possibility that future events affecting them may differ significantly from those 
expected. The most sensitive estimate affecting the Authority’s financial statements was:

 Estimates involving revenues and expenses to be accrued as of year-end.

 Estimates involving collectability of grant receivables.

 We evaluated the key factors and assumptions used to develop certain estimates in 
determining that they are reasonable in relation to the financial statements taken as 
a whole.

 Management’s judgement that there is no pension or OPEB liabilities related to the 
Authority’s staffing.

The financial statement disclosures are neutral, consistent, and clear.

Difficulties Encountered in Performing the Audit

We encountered no significant difficulties in dealing with management in performing and 
completing our audit.



Board of Directors
Salton Sea Authority
Page 2 of 2

Corrected and Uncorrected Misstatements

Professional standards require us to accumulate all known and likely misstatements 
identified during the audit, other than those that are clearly trivial, and communicate them 
to the appropriate level of management. There were no such misstatements.

Disagreements with Management

For purposes of this letter, a disagreement with management is a financial accounting, 
reporting, or auditing matter, whether or not resolved to our satisfaction, that could be 
significant to the financial statements or the auditor’s report. We are pleased to report that 
no such disagreements arose during the course of our audit.

Management Representations

We have requested certain representations from management that are included in the 
management representation letter dated October 20, 2021.

Management Consultations with Other Independent Accountants

In some cases, management may decide to consult with other accountants about auditing
and accounting matters, similar to obtaining a “second opinion” on certain situations. If a 
consultation involves application of an accounting principle to the governmental unit’s 
financial statements or a determination of the type of auditor’s opinion that may be 
expressed on those statements, our professional standards require the consulting 
accountant to check with us to determine that the consultant has all the relevant facts. To 
our knowledge, there were no such consultations with other accountants.

Other Audit Findings or Issues

We generally discuss a variety of matters, including the application of accounting principles 
and auditing standards, with management each year prior to retention as the governmental 
unit’s auditors. However, these discussions occurred in the normal course of our 
professional relationship and our responses were not a condition to our retention.

Other Matters

We applied certain limited procedures to Management’s Discussion and Analysis and the 
Schedule of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balances – Budget and Actual, 
which are required supplementary information (RSI) that supplements the basic financial 
statements. Our procedures consisted of inquiries of management regarding the methods of 
preparing the information and comparing the information for consistency with 
management’s responses to our inquiries, the basic financial statements, and other 
knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic financial statements. We did not audit 
the RSI and do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the RSI.

Restriction on Use

This information is intended solely for the use of the Board of Directors and management of
the Authority and is not intended to be, and should not be, used by anyone other than these 
specified parties.

Irvine, California
October 20, 2021



Report on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting and on Compliance and Other 
Matters Based on an Audit of Financial Statements Performed in Accordance With 

Government Auditing Standards

Independent Auditor’s Report

Board of Directors
Salton Sea Authority
Indio, California

We have audited, in accordance with the auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in 
Government Auditing Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, the 
financial statements of the governmental activities and each major fund of the Salton Sea 
Authority (the “Authority”), as of and for the year ended June 30, 2021, and the related 
notes to the financial statements, which collectively comprise the Authority’s basic financial 
statements, and have issued our report thereon dated October 20, 2021.

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting

In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements, we considered the 
Authority’s internal control over financial reporting (internal control) as a basis for designing
audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing 
our opinions on the financial statements, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion 
on the effectiveness of the Authority’s internal control. Accordingly, we do not express an 
opinion on the effectiveness of the Authority’s internal control.

A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not 
allow management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned 
functions, to prevent, or detect and correct, misstatements on a timely basis. A material 
weakness is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control, such that 
there is a reasonable possibility that a material misstatement of the Authority’s financial 
statements will not be prevented or detected and corrected on a timely basis. A significant 
deficiency is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control that is less 
severe than a material weakness, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged 
with governance. 

Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first 
paragraph of this section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control 
that might be material weaknesses or significant deficiencies. Given these limitations, 
during our audit we did not identify any deficiencies in internal control that we consider to 
be material weaknesses. However, material weaknesses may exist that have not been 
identified.
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Compliance and Other Matters

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether Salton Sea Authority’s financial 
statements are free from material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with 
certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements, noncompliance 
with which could have a direct and material effect on the financial statements. However, 
providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit, 
and accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no 
instances of noncompliance or other matters that are required to be reported under 
Government Auditing Standards. 

Purpose of this Report

The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control 
and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the 
effectiveness of the Authority’s internal control or on compliance. This report is an integral 
part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in 
considering the Authority’s internal control and compliance. Accordingly, this communication 
is not suitable for any other purpose.

Irvine, California

October 20, 2021
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Independent Auditor’s Report

Board of Directors
Salton Sea Authority
Indio, California

Report on the Financial Statements

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities and 
each major fund of the Salton Sea Authority (the “Authority”), as of and for the year ended 
June 30, 2021, and the related notes to the basic financial statements, which collectively 
comprise the Authority’s basic financial statements as listed in the table of contents. 

Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial 
statements in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States 
of America; this includes the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control 
relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of financial statements that are free from 
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

Auditor’s Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express opinions on these financial statements based on our audit. 
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in 
Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 
Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance 
about whether the financial statements are free from material misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and 
disclosures in the financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s 
judgment, including the assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial 
statements, whether due to fraud or error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor 
considers internal control relevant to the Authority’s preparation and fair presentation of the 
financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the 
circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the 
Authority’s internal control. Accordingly, we express no such opinion. An audit also includes 
evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of 
significant accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall 
presentation of the financial statements.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide 
a basis for our audit opinion.
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Board of Directors
Salton Sea Authority

Opinion 

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material 
respects, the respective financial position of the governmental activities and each major 
fund of the Authority, as of June 30, 2021, and the respective changes in financial position
for the year then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the 
United States of America.

Report on Summarized Comparative Information

We have previously audited the Salton Sea Authority’s 2020 financial statements, and we 
expressed an unmodified opinion on those audited financial statements in our report dated 
November 25, 2020. In our opinion, the summarized comparative information presented 
herein as of and for the year ended June 30, 2020 is consistent, in all material respects, 
with the audited financial statements from which it has been derived.

Other Matters

Required Supplementary Information

Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the 
Management’s Discussion and Analysis and Schedule of Revenues, Expenditures and 
Changes in Fund Balance - Budget and Actual - General Fund, NSBYC Grant Fund, and Prop
68 DWR Grant Fund be presented to supplement the basic financial statements. Such 
information, although not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by the 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be an essential part of 
financial reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, 
economic, or historical context. We have applied certain limited procedures to the required 
supplementary information in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of America, which consisted of inquiries of management about the methods of 
preparing the information and comparing the information for consistency with 
management’s responses to our inquiries, the basic financial statements, and other 
knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic financial statements. We do not 
express an opinion or provide any assurance on the information because the limited 
procedures do not provide us with sufficient evidence to express an opinion or provide any 
assurance. 

Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated
October 20, 2021 on our consideration of the Authority’s internal control over financial 
reporting and on our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, 
contracts, and grant agreements and other matters. The purpose of that report is solely to 
describe the scope of our testing of internal control over financial reporting and compliance 
and the results of that testing and not to provide an opinion on internal control over 
financial reporting or on compliance. That report is an integral part of an audit performed in 
accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the Authority’s internal 
control over financial reporting and compliance.

Irvine, California
October 20, 2021
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MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS

The following discussion and analysis of the financial performance of the Salton Sea 
Authority (the Authority) provides an overview of the Authority’s financial activities for the
fiscal year ended June 30, 2021. Please read it in conjunction with the financial statements 
identified in the accompanying table of contents. 

Using the Accompanying Financial Statements

This annual report consists of a series of financial statements. The Statement of Net Position 
and the Statement of Activities provide information about the activities of the Authority as a 
whole and present a longer-term view of the Authority’s finances. Also included in the 
accompanying report are the fund financial statements. The fund financial statements tell 
how these services were financed in the short term as well as what remains for future 
spending. Fund financial statements also report the Authority’s operations in more detail 
than the government-wide statements by providing information about the Authority’s most 
significant funds. 

OVERVIEW OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

The annual report consists of three parts — management’s discussion and analysis (this 
section), the basic financial statements, and required supplementary information. The basic 
financial statements include two kinds of statements that present different views of the 
Authority: 

 The first two statements are government-wide financial statements that provide both 
long-term and short-term information about the Authority’s overall financial status.

 The remaining statements are fund financial statements that focus on individual 
parts of the Authority government, reporting the Authority’s operations in more 
detail than the government-wide statements.

The financial statements also include Notes that explain some of the information in the 
financial statements and provide more detailed data. The statements are followed by a 
section of required supplementary information that provide additional financial and 
budgetary information.

Reporting the Authority as a Whole

The accompanying government-wide financial statements include two statements that 
present financial data for the Authority as a whole. One of the most important questions 
asked about the Authority’s finances is, “Is the Authority as a whole better off or worse off 
as a result of the year’s activities?” The Statement of Net Position and the Statement of 
Activities report information about the Authority as a whole and about its activities in a way 
that helps answer this question. The Statement of Net Position includes all assets and 
liabilities using the modified-accrual basis of accounting, which is similar to the accounting 
used by most private-sector companies. All of the current year’s revenues and expenses are 
taken into account regardless of when cash is received or paid.
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Salton Sea Authority
Management’s Discussion and Analysis (Continued)

These two statements report the Authority’s net position and changes in them. You can 
think of the Authority’s net position - the difference between assets and liabilities - as one 
way to measure the Authority’s financial health, or financial position. Over time, increases 
and decreases in the Authority’s net position are one indicator of whether its financial health 
is improving or deteriorating.

Reporting the Authority’s Major Funds

The fund financial statements provide detailed information about the Authority’s most 
significant funds - not the Authority as a whole. Some funds are required to be established 
by grant or legal requirements. However, management establishes other funds to help it 
control and manage money for particular purposes or to show that it is meeting 
administrative responsibilities for using certain resources. 

Governmental funds — The Authority’s basic services are reported in governmental funds, 
which focus on how money flows into and out of those funds and the balances left at year 
end that are available for spending. These funds are reported using an accounting method 
called modified accrual accounting, which measures cash and all other current financial 
assets that can readily be converted to cash. The governmental fund statements provide a 
detailed short-term view of the Authority’s general government operations and the basic 
services it provides. Governmental fund information helps you determine whether there are 
more or fewer financial resources that can be spent in the near future to finance the 
Authority’s programs.

GOVERNMENT-WIDE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Statement of Net Position

2021 2020 Change 

Assets: 
Cash 428,598$     297,839      130,759      
Grants receivable 30,974        66,584        (35,610)       
Interest receivable -                 71               (71)             
Prepaid items 5,296          18,112        (12,816)       

Total assets 464,868$     382,606      82,262        

Liabilities: 
Accounts payable 17,929$      33,616        (15,687)       
Grants payable 12,346        49,012        (36,666)       
Unearned revenue 460,000      -             460,000      
Accrued expenditures 38,924        54,813        (15,889)       

Total liabilities 529,199      137,441      391,758      

Net position:
Restricted for: 
Specific grants 20,991        20,991        -             
Unrestricted (85,322)       224,174      (309,496)     

Total net position (64,331)$     245,165      (309,496)     
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Salton Sea Authority
Management’s Discussion and Analysis (Continued)

Statement of Activities

The decrease in intergovernmental revenue is due to lower reimbursement amount related 
to the North Shore Beach and Yacht Club (NSBYC) Grant as the project wraps up. The 
increase in technical and project support expenses is related to the continued NSBYC Grant
from the Bureau of Reclamation, the Coachella Mountain Valley Conservancy, and the new 
DWR grant for the North Lake Demonstration Project.

MAJOR FUNDS

General Fund

This fund accounts for all administrative activity and expense related to salaries, public 
outreach, community relations, services and supplies to maintain and support all Salton Sea 
Authority restoration projects. The General Fund costs are consistent with the previous 
year, less the short-term staff-transition costs, continuing to fulfill the administrative 
demands directly related to state-contracted grant programs.

North Lake Demonstration Project for Proposition 68 from the Department of Water 
Resources (Prop 68 DWR Grant Fund) 

The project will construct an approximately 156-acre lake at the northern end of the Salton 
Sea. The project provides for habitat enhancement and expansion located at the North end 
of the Salton Sea. The Project will have shallow habitat running along over one mile of
shoreline and approximately 30 acres will be developed as deep-water habitat for fish. 

2021 2020 Change 

Revenues
Member contributions 549,000$     610,000      (61,000)       
Intergovernmental 151,418      185,689      (34,271)       
Interest 72                           2,447 (2,375)         
Other revenue 251             786             (535)            

Total revenues 700,741      798,922      (98,181)       

Expenditures
Administration 866,155      822,767      43,388        
Technical and project support 144,082      138,878      5,204          

Total expenditures 1,010,237    961,645      48,592        

Changes in net position (309,496)     (162,723)     (146,773)     

Beginning net position 245,165      407,888      (162,723)     

Ending net position (64,331)$     245,165      (309,496)     
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Salton Sea Authority
Management’s Discussion and Analysis (Continued)

Restoring North Shore Marina Access to Monitor Desert Pupfish and Water Quality at Salton 
Sea (NSBYC Grant Fund)

This project provides needed access for Reclamation to continue monitoring and habitat 
management activities for the endangered species and water quality. In addition, this 
project will provide access needed to assist in the recovery of endangered species, restore 
aquatic and migratory bird ecosystems, improves conditions for fish passage, and will 
provide additional recreational and economic benefit to local communities at the Sea.

GENERAL FUND BUDGET

Actual revenues were under budget by $1,877 due to lower than average interest income.
Actual expenses were over budget by $394,344 due to the delayed start of Prop 68 Grant 
activity.

CAPITAL ASSETS

The Salton Sea Authority has no significant capital assets (property, plant, and equipment). 

LONG-TERM DEBT

The Salton Sea Authority has no outstanding long-term debt.

Contacting the Authority’s Financial Management

This financial report is designed to provide our citizens, members, and resource providers 
with a general overview of the Authority’s finances and to show the Authority’s 
accountability for the money it receives. If you have questions about this report or need 
additional financial information, contact the Authority’s Office located at 82995 Highway 
111, Suite 200, Indio, CA 92201.
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2021 2020

ASSETS:

Cash 428,598$   297,839     

Grants receivable 30,974       66,584       

Interest receivable -                71             

Prepaid items 5,296         18,112       

TOTAL ASSETS 464,868     382,606     

LIABILITIES:

Accounts payable 17,929       33,616       

Grants payable 12,346       49,012       

Unearned revenue 460,000     -                

Accrued expenses 38,924       54,813       

TOTAL LIABILITIES 529,199     137,441     

NET POSITION:

Restricted for:

Clean up activities 20,991       20,991       

Unrestricted (85,322)      224,174     

TOTAL NET POSITION (64,331)$    245,165     

STATEMENT OF NET POSITION

SALTON SEA AUTHORITY

June 30, 2021

(with comparative information for prior year)

See accompanying notes to the basic financial statements.
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Operating

Expenses Grants 2021 2020

Administration 866,155$      25,735          (840,420)       (770,975)       

Technical and project support 144,082        125,683        (18,399)         (4,981)           

Total 1,010,237$    151,418        (858,819)       (775,956)       

General revenues:

    Member contributions 549,000        610,000        

    Interest 72                 2,447            

    Other revenue 251               786               

Total general revenues 549,323        613,233        

          Change in net position (309,496)       (162,723)       

Net position, beginning of year 245,165        407,888        

Net position, end of year (64,331)$       245,165        

SALTON SEA AUTHORITY

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

Year ended June 30, 2021

(with comparative information for prior year)

Function

Net Revenue (Expense)

See accompanying notes to the basic financial statements.
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Prop 68 Fish Clean NSBYC

General DWR Grant Up Trust Grants

Fund Fund Fund Fund 2021 2020

ASSETS:

Cash 407,607$ -             20,991     -           428,598   297,839   

Grants receivable -         18,327    -              12,647  30,974    66,584    

Interest receivable -         -             -              -           -             71           

Due from other funds 18,628    -             -              -           18,628    17,228    

Prepaid items 5,296      -             -              -           5,296      18,112    

   TOTAL ASSETS 431,531$ 18,327    20,991     12,647  483,496   399,834   

LIABILITIES:

Accounts payable 17,929$  -             -              -           17,929    33,616    

Grants payable -             -             -              12,346  12,346    49,012    

Unearned revenue 460,000  -             -              -           460,000   -             

Accrued expenses 38,924    -             -              -           38,924    54,813    

Due to other funds -             18,327    -              301       18,628    17,228    

   TOTAL LIABILITIES 516,853  18,327    -              12,647  547,827   154,669   

FUND BALANCES:

Restricted for restoration activities -             -             20,991     -           20,991    20,991    

Unassigned (85,322)   -             -              -           (85,322)   224,174   

   TOTAL FUND BALANCES (DEFICIT) (85,322)   -             20,991     -           (64,331)   245,165   

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND

   FUND BALANCES 431,531$ 18,327    20,991     12,647  483,496   399,834   

Totals

SALTON SEA AUTHORITY

BALANCE SHEET - GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS

June 30, 2021

(with comparative information for prior year)

Special Revenue

See accompanying notes to the basic financial statements.
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SALTON SEA AUTHORITY

June 30, 2021

Fund balances of governmental funds (64,331)$  

Amounts reported for governmental activities in the statement of 

  net position are different because:

-              

Net position of governmental activities (64,331)$  

Reconciliation of the Balance Sheet of Governmental Funds

to the Statement of Net Position

Revenues that are measurable but not available. Amounts are recorded as

deferred inflows of resources under the modified accrual basis of accounting until

they become available.

See accompanying notes to the basic financial statements.

11 



Prop 68 Fish Clean NSBYC
General DWR Grant Up Trust Grants Totals

Fund Fund Fund Fund 2021 2020

REVENUES:

Member contributions 549,000$ -            -              -           549,000     610,000  

Intergovernmental -            18,327    -              133,091 151,418     185,689  

Interest 72          -            -              -           72             2,447     

Other revenue 251        -            -              -           251           786        

TOTAL REVENUES 549,323  18,327    -              133,091 700,741     798,922  

EXPENDITURES:

    Current:Administration 858,744  -            -              7,411    866,155     822,767  

    Current:Technical and project support -            18,327    -              125,755 144,082     138,878  

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 858,744  18,327    -              133,166 1,010,237  961,645  

Excess (deficiency) of Revenues

 over (under) Expenditures (309,421) -            -              (75)       (309,496)   (162,723)

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES)

Transfers in -            -            -              1,218    1,218        6,644     

Transfers out (1,218)    -            -              -           (1,218)       (6,644)    

TOTAL OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) (1,218)    -            -              1,218    -                           -

Net changes in fund balance (310,639) -            -              1,143    (309,496)   (162,723)

FUND BALANCES (DEFICIT) AT

BEGINNING OF YEAR 225,317  -            20,991     (1,143)  245,165     407,888  

FUND BALANCES (DEFICIT) AT

END OF YEAR (85,322)$ -            20,991     -           (64,331)     245,165  

Special Revenue

(with comparative information for prior year)

SALTON SEA AUTHORITY

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN 

FUND BALANCES - GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS

Year ended June 30, 2021

See accompanying notes to the basic financial statements.
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SALTON SEA AUTHORITY

Reconciliation of the Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance

of Governmental Funds to the Statement of Activities

Year ended June 30, 2021

Net changes in fund balances - total governmental funds (309,496)$        

Amounts reported for governmental activities in the statement of

  activities are different because:

-                      

Change in net position of governmental activities (309,496)$        

Revenues that are measurable but not available. Amounts are not recorded as

revenue under the modified accrual basis of accounting until they become

available.

See accompanying notes to the basic financial statements.
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SALTON SEA AUTHORITY

Notes to the Basic Financial Statements

Year ended June 30, 2021

(1) Summary of Significant Accounting Policies

The basic financial statements of the Salton Sea Authority (Authority) have been 
prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as 
applied to government units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) 
is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental accounting and 
financial reporting principles. The more significant of the Authority’s accounting 
policies are described below.

(a) Reporting Entity

The Authority was created on June 2, 1993, as a result of a joint powers 
agreement entered into by the County of Riverside, County of Imperial, 
Coachella Valley Water District and the Imperial Irrigation District. The JPA 
was amended in 2002 to add member agency Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla 
Indians. Each of the parties to the joint power’s agreement appoints two 
representatives to the Board of Directors. The Authority is a single function 
entity whose purpose is to direct and coordinate efforts to improve the quality 
of the water in the Salton Sea, and to enhance its recreational and economic 
development potential.

(b) Basis of Accounting and Measurement Focus

The basic financial statements of the Authority are composed of the following:

(a) Government-wide financial statements
(b) Fund financial statements
(c) Notes to the basic financial statements

Financial reporting is based upon all GASB pronouncements.

Government-wide Financial Statements – Government-wide financial 
statements are presented using the economic resources measurement focus
and the accrual basis of accounting. Under the economic resource’s
measurement focus, all (both current and long-term) economic resources and 
obligations of the reporting government are reported in the government-wide 
financial statements. Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and 
expenses are recognized in the accounts and reported in the financial 
statements. Under the accrual basis of accounting, revenues, expenses, 
gains, losses, assets, and liabilities resulting from exchange and exchange-
like transactions are recognized when the exchange takes place. Revenues,
expenses, gains, losses, assets and liabilities resulting from non-exchange 
transaction are recognized in accordance with the requirements of GASB 
Statement No. 33.

Fund financial statements – The underlying accounting system of the 
Authority is organized and operated on the basis of separate funds, each of 
which is considered to be a separate accounting entity. 
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SALTON SEA AUTHORITY

Notes to the Basic Financial Statements

(Continued)

(1) Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (Continued)

The operations of each fund are accounted for with a separate set of self-
balancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues 
and expenditures or expenses, as appropriate. Governmental resources are 
allocated to and accounted for in individual funds based upon the purposes for 
which they are to be spent and the means by which spending activities are 
controlled. 

Fund financial statements are presented after the government-wide financial 
statements. These statements display information about the major funds 
individually and nonmajor funds in the aggregate. 

Governmental funds – In the fund financial statements, governmental 
funds are presented using the modified-accrual basis of accounting. Their 
revenues are recognized when they become measurable and available as net 
current assets. Measurable means that the amounts can be estimated, or 
otherwise determined. Available means that the amounts were collected 
during the reporting period or soon enough thereafter to be available to 
finance the expenditures accrued for the reporting period. The Authority’s 
availability period is 180 days.

Revenue recognition is subject to the measurable and availability criteria for 
the governmental funds in the fund financial statements. Exchange 
transactions are recognized as revenues in the period in which they are 
earned (i.e., the related goods or services are provided).

In the fund financial statements, governmental funds are presented using the 
current financial resources measurement focus. This means that only current 
assets and current liabilities are generally included on their balance sheets. 
The reported fund balance (net current assets) is considered to be a measure 
of “available spendable resources.” Governmental fund operating statements 
present increases (revenues and other financing sources) and decreases 
(expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. Accordingly, 
they are said to present a summary of sources and uses of “available 
spendable resources” during a period. 

Non-current portions of long-term receivables due to governmental funds are 
reported on their balance sheets in spite of their spending measurement 
focus. Special reporting treatments are used to indicate; however, that they 
should not be considered “available spendable resources,” since they do not 
represent net current assets.  

Revenues, expenditures, assets, and liabilities resulting from nonexchange 
transactions are recognized in accordance with the requirements of GASB 
Statement No. 33 which requires that local governments defer grant revenue 
that is not received within the “availability period” established by that local 
government. The Authority’s availability period is 180 days.
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SALTON SEA AUTHORITY

Notes to the Basic Financial Statements

(Continued)

(1) Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (Continued)

Due to the nature of their spending measurement focus, expenditure 
recognition for governmental fund types excludes amounts represented by 
noncurrent liabilities. Since they do not affect net current assets, such long-
term amounts are not recognized as governmental fund type expenditures or 
fund liabilities.  

When both restricted and unrestricted resources are combined in a fund, 
expenditures are considered to be paid first from restricted resources, and 
then from unrestricted resources.

(c) Fund Classifications

The Authority reports the following major governmental funds:

General fund – The general fund is the general operating fund of the 
Authority.  It is used to account for all financial resources except those 
required to be accounted for in another fund.

Prop 68 DWR Grant fund – This fund accounts for the Department of Water 
Resources Proposition 68 grant activity related to providing habitat 
enhancement and expansion at the North end of the Salton Sea.

Fish Clean Up Trust fund – This fund accounts for private donations to 
support the cleanup of fish die-offs at the Salton Sea.

NSBYC Grant fund – This fund accounts for the United States Department of 
the Interior Bureau of Reclamation and the Coachella Valley Mountains 
Conservancy grant activity related to restoring access to the Marina at North 
Shore Beach and Yacht Club. 

(d) Cash

The Authority pools cash of all funds.  Each fund’s share in this pool is 
displayed in the accompanying financial statements as cash.

(e) Capital Assets

The capitalization threshold is $5,000.  Currently, there are no capital assets 
that individually exceed this capitalization threshold.

(f) Interfund Transfers

Quasi-external transactions are accounted for as revenues or expenditures.  
Transactions that constitute reimbursements to a fund for expenditures 
initially made from it that are properly applicable to another fund, are 
recorded as expenditures in the reimbursing fund and as reductions of 
expenditures in the fund that is reimbursed.
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SALTON SEA AUTHORITY

Notes to the Basic Financial Statements

(Continued)

(1) Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (Continued)

(g) Deferred Outflows/Inflows of Resources

In addition to assets, the Statement of Net Position will sometimes report a 
separate section for deferred outflows of resources. This separate financial 
statement element, deferred outflows of resources, represents a consumption 
of net position that applies to a future period(s) and so will not be recognized 
as an outflow of resources (expense/expenditure) until then. The government 
does not report any deferred outflows of resources.

In addition to liabilities, the Statement of Net Position will sometimes report a 
separate section for deferred inflows of resources. This separate financial 
statement element, deferred inflows of resources, represents an acquisition of 
net position that applies to a future period(s) and so will not be recognized as 
an inflow of resources (revenue) until that time. The government does not 
report any deferred inflows of resources. 

(h) Fund Balance

Fund balances are reported in the fund statements in the following 
classifications:

Non-spendable Fund Balance – this includes amounts that cannot be spent 
because they are either not spendable in form (such as inventory) or legally 
or contractually required to be maintained intact (such as endowments).

Restricted Fund Balance – this includes amounts that can be spent only for 
specific purposes stipulated by legal requirements imposed by other 
governments, external resource providers, or creditors. The Board of 
Directors imposed restrictions do not create restricted fund balance unless the 
legal document that initially authorized the revenue (associated with that 
portion of fund balance) also included language that specified the limited use 
for which the authorized revenues were to be expended. 

Committed Fund Balance – this includes amounts that can only be used for 
specific purposes pursuant to constraints imposed by formal action of the 
Board of Directors. Those committed amounts cannot be used for any other 
purpose unless the Board removes or changes the specified use by taking the 
same type of action (for example, resolution, ordinance, minutes action, etc.) 
that it employed to previously commit those amounts. If the Board action that 
limits the use of the funds was separate from the action that initially created 
the revenues that form the basis for the fund balance, then the resulting fund 
balance is considered to be committed, not restricted. The Authority considers 
a resolution to constitute a formal action of the Board of Directors for the 
purposes of establishing committed fund balance.
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SALTON SEA AUTHORITY

Notes to the Basic Financial Statements

(Continued)

(1) Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (Continued)

Assigned Fund Balance – this includes amounts that are intended to be used 
for specific purposes as indicated either by the Board of Directors or by
persons to whom the Board has delegated the authority to assign amounts for 
specific purposes. 

Unassigned Fund Balance – this includes the remaining spendable amounts 
which are not included in one of the other classifications.

It is the Authority’s policy that restricted resources will be applied first, 
followed by (in order of application) committed, assigned, and unassigned 
resources, in the absence of a formal policy adopted by the Board of 
Directors.

(i) Net Position Flow Assumption

Sometimes the government will fund outlays for a particular purpose from 
both restricted (e.g., restricted bond or grant proceeds) and unrestricted 
resources. In order to calculate the amounts to report as restricted – net 
position and unrestricted – net position in the government-wide and 
proprietary fund financial statements, a flow assumption must be made about 
the order in which the resources are considered to be applied. It is the 
government’s policy to consider restricted – net position to have been 
depleted before unrestricted – net position is applied.

(j) Use of Estimates

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with accounting 
principles generally accepted in the United States of America requires 
management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported 
amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of the contingent assets and 
liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of 
revenue and expenses during the reporting period. Actual results could differ 
from those estimates.

(k) Comparative Data

Selected information regarding the prior year has been included in the 
accompanying financial statements. This information has been included for 
comparison purposes only and does not represent a complete presentation in 
accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Accordingly, such
information should be read in conjunction with the government’s prior year 
financial statements, from which this selected financial data was derived.
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SALTON SEA AUTHORITY

Notes to the Basic Financial Statements

(Continued)

(2) Cash

Cash as of June 30, 2021 is classified in the accompanying financial statements as 
follows:

Statement of Net Position:

Cash $428,598

Total cash $428,598

Cash as of June 30, 2021 consisted of the following:

Demand deposits $428,598

Total cash $428,598

Custodial credit risk – Custodial credit risk for deposits is the risk that, in the event 
of the failure of a depository financial institution, a government will not be able to 
recover its deposits or will not be able to recover collateral securities that are in the 
possession of an outside party. The custodial credit risk for investments is the risk 
that, in the event of the failure of the counterparty (e.g., broker-dealer) to a 
transaction, a government will not be able to recover the value of its investment or 
collateral securities that are in the possession of another party. The California 
Government Code and the Authority’s investment policy do not contain legal or policy 
requirements that would limit the exposure to custodial credit risk for deposits or 
investments, other than the following provision for deposits: The California 
Government Code requires that a financial institution secure deposits made by state 
or local governmental units by pledging securities in an undivided collateral pool held 
by a depository regulated under state law (unless so waived by the governmental 
unit). The market value of the pledged securities in the collateral pool must equal at 
least 110% of the total amount deposited by the public agencies. California law also 
allows financial institutions to secure public deposits by pledging first trust deed 
mortgage notes having a value of 150% of the secured public deposits. 

(3) Commitments and Contingencies

The Authority has been a recipient of State and Federal grant programs, which are 
governed by various rules and regulations of the grantor agencies. Costs charged to 
the respective grant programs are subject to audit and adjustment by the grantor 
agencies. Therefore, to the extent that the Authority had not complied with the rules 
and regulations governing the grants, the Authority’s rights to grant money received 
may be impaired. In the opinion of the Authority, there are no significant contingent 
liabilities relating to compliance with the rules and regulations governing the 
respective grants. 
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SALTON SEA AUTHORITY

Notes to the Basic Financial Statements

(Continued)

(4) Employee Benefits

The Authority’s staff includes three employees of the County of Riverside and an 
employee of Riverside County Economic Development Agency. While these employees 
receive pension and post-retirement benefits from their respective government 
agencies, management believes the Authority is not responsible for funding those 
benefits should the individuals leave the Authority.  As such, no pension or other 
post-employment benefit liabilities have been included in the accompanying financial 
statements.

(5) Fund Balance Deficit

The General Fund reports an ending fund balance deficit of $85,322 due to the 
reduction of member dues by 10% compared to prior year and the delayed start of 
Prop 68 DWR grant activity.
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SALTON SEA AUTHORITY

SCHEDULE OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE

BUDGET AND ACTUAL - GENERAL FUND

Year ended June 30, 2021

Variance-

Positive

Original Final Actual (Negative)

REVENUES:

Member contributions 549,000$        549,000          549,000     -            

Interest 1,500             1,500             72             (1,428)        

Other revenue 700                700                251            (449)          

TOTAL REVENUES 551,200          551,200          549,323     (1,877)        

EXPENDITURES:

Administration 464,400          464,400          858,744     (394,344)    

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 464,400          464,400          858,744     (394,344)    

Excess (deficiency) of Revenues over
  (under) Expenditures 86,800           86,800           (309,421)    (396,221)    

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES)

Transfers out -                -                (1,218)        (1,218)        

TOTAL OTHER FINANCING

 SOURCES (USES) -                -                (1,218)        (1,218)        

Net changes in fund balance 86,800           86,800           (310,639)    (397,439)    

FUND BALANCE AT 

BEGINNING OF YEAR 225,317          225,317          225,317     -            

FUND BALANCE 

AT END OF YEAR 312,117$        312,117          (85,322)      (397,439)    

 Budgeted Amounts 

See accompanying notes to required supplementary information.
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SALTON SEA AUTHORITY

SCHEDULE OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE

BUDGET AND ACTUAL - PROP 68 DWR GRANT FUNDS

Year ended June 30, 2021

Variance-

Positive

Original Final Actual (Negative)

REVENUES:

Intergovernmental 750,000$        750,000          18,327       (731,673)    

TOTAL REVENUES 750,000          750,000          18,327       (731,673)    

EXPENDITURES:

Technical and project support 366,600          366,600          18,327       348,273     

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 366,600          366,600          18,327       348,273     

Excess (deficiency) of Revenues over
  (under) Expenditures 383,400          383,400          -            (383,400)    

FUND BALANCE AT 

BEGINNING OF YEAR -                -                -            -            

FUND BALANCE 

AT END OF YEAR 383,400$        383,400          -            (383,400)    

 Budgeted Amounts 

See accompanying notes to required supplementary information.
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SALTON SEA AUTHORITY

SCHEDULE OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE

BUDGET AND ACTUAL - NSBYC GRANTS FUND

Year ended June 30, 2021

Variance-

Positive

Original Final Actual (Negative)

REVENUES:

Intergovernmental 79,600$          79,600           133,091     53,491       

TOTAL REVENUES 79,600           79,600           133,091     53,491       

EXPENDITURES:

Administration -                -                7,411         (7,411)        

Technical and project support 79,600           79,600           125,755     (46,155)      

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 79,600           79,600           133,166     (53,566)      

Excess (deficiency) of Revenues over
  (under) Expenditures -                -                (75)            (75)            

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES)

Transfers in -                -                1,218         1,218         

TOTAL OTHER FINANCING

 SOURCES (USES) -                -                1,218         1,218         

Net changes in fund balance -                -                1,143         1,143         

FUND BALANCE AT 

BEGINNING OF YEAR (1,143)            (1,143)            (1,143)        -            

FUND BALANCE 

AT END OF YEAR (1,143)$          (1,143)            -            1,143         

 Budgeted Amounts 

See accompanying notes to required supplementary information.

24 



SALTON SEA AUTHORITY

Notes to Required Supplementary Information

Year ended June 30, 2021

(1) Budgets and Budgetary Data

The Authority is only required to adopt an annual budget for the general fund and 
each major fund. This budget is presented on the modified accrual basis of 
accounting which is consistent with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP).  
For the other funds of the Authority, project length budgets, rather than annual 
budgets, are employed.

Once the budget is approved, it can be amended by approval of a majority of the 
Board of Directors.

The appropriated budget is prepared by fund and function.  The Authority’s Executive 
Director may make transfers of appropriations between functions.  Transfers of 
appropriations between funds requires the approval of a majority of the Board of 
Directors. The legal level of budgetary control (i.e., the level at which expenditures 
may not legally exceed appropriations is at the fund level.

A comparison of budget and actual has been presented for the General Fund used by 
the Authority. With respect to revenues, a favorable variance indicates actual 
revenues received exceeded the legally adopted budget and an unfavorable variance 
indicates that actual revenues received were less than the amount budgeted.  With 
respect to expenditures, a favorable variance indicates actual costs were less than 
the amount budgeted, and an unfavorable variance indicates actual expenditures 
exceeded the legally adopted budget.

(2) Excess of Expenditures Over Appropriations

The General, Prop 68 DWR, and NSBYC Grant Funds report an excess of 
expenditures over appropriations of $396,221, $383,400, and $75 respectivly. The 
General Fund and Prop 68 DWR Fund report actual expenditures greater than 
budgeted due to the delayed start of Prop 68 DWR grant activity. The NSBYC Grant 
Fund reports actual expenditures greater than budgeted due to increased technical 
support expenses relating to the wrap up of the project.
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 Salton Sea Authority 

Memorandum 
To: Salton Sea Authority Board of Directors 
From: G. Patrick O’Dowd, Executive Director/GM 
Date: October 28, 2021 
Re: Review of North Lake Demonstration Project Contract with County 
CM No.  IV.C - 10-28-2021 

GENERAL:   
 
The North Lake Pilot Demonstration Project grant agreement between the Salton Sea Authority 
(the Authority) and the State of California Department of Water Resources (DWR) was signed 
on April 26, 2021 of this year, making available $19.25 million for the design and construction 
of an approximate 156 acre lake (the “Project”) to be situated in the vicinity of the North Shore 
Beach Yacht Club.  Since then, the Authority and the County of Riverside (“County”) have been 
negotiating an agreement to allow the County to act as the “Implementing Agency” for the 
design and construction of the Project.   
 
That agreement was recently finalized, approved by the County Board of Supervisors by a 5-0 
vote on October 19, 2021, and is attached hereto for your consideration. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
The Salton Sea Authority Staff recommends that the Salton Sea Authority Board approve the North 
Lake Demonstration Project Contract between the Salton Sea Authority and the County of Riverside 
as submitted. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
G. Patrick O’Dowd 
Executive Director/GM 
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 Salton Sea Authority 

Memorandum 
To: Salton Sea Authority Board of Directors 
From: G. Patrick O’Dowd, Executive Director/GM 
Date: October 28, 2021 
Re: Standardized procedure regarding letters of support for for-profit and non-profit 

enterprises doing work at or around the Sea 
CM No.  VI.A - 10-28-2021 

GENERAL:   
 
Per directions from the Board last month Staff has prepared, and counsel has reviewed, a 
standardized resolution of support which may be used pursuant to requests from project 
advocates on an ad hoc basis.  The associated cover letter may be modified to reflect the specific 
request without altering its form or substance. 
 
Procedure: 
This resolution will be available upon request with authorization from either member of the 
Executive Committee (President or Vice President), whose signature will be affixed to an 
appropriately styled cover letter to be included for distribution therewith. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
The Salton Sea Authority Staff recommends that the Salton Sea Authority Board approve the attached 
resolution and implementation of procedure for responding to general requests for letters of support. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
G. Patrick O’Dowd 
Executive Director/GM 
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Item VI.A, continued: 
 
 
Proposed Cover Letter to send with resolution in response to requests for letters of support: 
 
 
 
Dear [Project Advocate], 
 
Thank you for your interest in pursuing efforts that might contribute to the future health and 
vitality of the Salton Sea and the surrounding communities.  We are encouraged to have you 
joining our efforts to ensure a brighter future for the region. 
 
On October 28, 2021, the Salton Sea Authority Board of Directors approved Resolution 21-__ 
which provides broad support for efforts such as yours as outlined therein.  Please feel free to use 
this cover letter along with the attached resolution to demonstrate our support for all projects that 
produce a benefit to the Sea and region. 
 
And as also indicated in the resolution, please let us know how we might further assist you and 
your project in realizing your goals and objectives. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
AUTHORIZED SIGNER 
(Board President/Board Vice President) 
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RESOLUTION NO. 21-___ 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

OF THE SALTON SEA AUTHORITY  

REGARDING RESTORATION EFFORTS 
 
WHEREAS, the Salton Sea Authority is a Joint Powers Authority comprised of Imperial 
County, Riverside County, Coachella Valley Water District, Imperial Irrigation District, and 
Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians, with a stated mission of coordinating actions relating to 
improvement of water quality and stabilization of water elevation and to enhance recreational 
and economic development potential of the Salton Sea and other beneficial uses, recognizing the 
importance of the role of the Salton Sea for the continuation of the dynamic agricultural 
economy in Imperial and Riverside Counties; and 

WHEREAS, projects and proposals are advanced from time to time by various private for profit 
and non-profit stakeholders (hereafter, “Project Advocates”) which may contribute to the 
mitigation, revitalization and economic development at the Sea and in the region efforts 
(hereafter, the Restoration Effort); and 

WHEREAS, the Salton Sea Authority applauds the creative approaches that Project Advocates 
bring to the Restoration Effort and looks forward to evaluating each carefully. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Salton Sea 
Authority:  

(1) That the Authority encourages all efforts to explore possible issues, alternatives, challenges, 
opportunities, and solutions that contribute the Restoration Effort; and  

(2) That the Authority encourages Project Advocates to periodically update the Authority on 
their efforts; and 

(3) That the Authority will assist, to the extent appropriate and reasonably possible in its 
discretion, in the evaluation and implementation of such proposals. 
 
APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 28th day of October 2021. 
 

 
 
_______________________________ 
V. Manuel Perez 
President, Board of Directors 
Salton Sea Authority 

 
ATTEST:  
 
_______________________________ 
Board Secretary 
Salton Sea Authority 
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