SECTION 1.

Division 23.6 (commencing with Section 33810) is added to the Public Resources Code, to read:

DIVISION 23.6. Salton Sea Conservancy
CHAPTER 1. General Provisions

33810.

This division shall be known, and may be cited, as the Salton Sea Conservancy Act.
CHAPTER 2. Definitions

33811.

For purposes of this division, the following definitions apply:

(a) “Board” means the board of directors governing the Salton Sea Conservancy.
(b) “Conservancy” means the Salton Sea Conservancy established pursuan e

(d) “Local public agency” includes, but is not limited to, a city, co
association of governments, or joint powers authority.

pursuant to Chapter 13 (commencing with Section 2930) of 3 of the Fish and Game Code,
including the objectives set forth in subdivision (c) of Secti e Fish and Game Code.

(g) “Region” or “Salton Sea region” means t y s of the Salton Sea ecosystem, as
described in subdivision (d) of Section 293
(h) “Salton Sea Management Program Phase I: ok an’’means the plan for action over the 10-

constructing projects that create habit
(i) “Tribe” means any federally recogni
American tribe listed on the Cali
Heritage Commission.

(j) The Imperial Streams
conducted by the United St

erican tribe or a nonfederally recognized Native
ultation List maintained by the Native American

Tributaries Feasibility Study means the study being
of Engineers in partnership with the State of California
and the Salton Sea A as joint local sponsors, pursuant to a Resolution of the U.S.
Senate Committee on nd Public Works, 114th Congress, 2nd Session (April 28, 2016).
CHAPTER 3. Sa ancy

33812.

a) The Salton ancy is hereby created as a state agency within the Natural Resources
y y gency
Agency i operate, maintain, and manage projects completed pursuant to

nagement Program Phase I: 10-Year Plan-and, the Long-Range Plan_and The
alton Sea and Tributaries Feasibility Study.

ancy shall carry out programs, projects, and activities to further the conservancy’s
es specified in Section 33812. This may include any, any combination, or all of the following:
pending funds and awarding grants and loans to develop and implement programs and projects
are designed to further the conservancy’s purposes specified in Section 33812.

b) Engaging community members and stakeholders through education, outreach, opportunities to
provide input, and volunteering on programs and projects.



(c) Coordinating, collaborating, and partnering with federal, tribal, state, regional, and local
jurisdictions and stakeholders to develop and implement programs andthat enhance beneficial uses
and improve the operational efficiency of the completed projects.

CHAPTER 4. Governing Board

33814.

(a) The conservancy shall be governed by a board of directors.
| (1) The board shall consist of eightnine voting members appointed as follows:

(A) One public member appointed by the Governor subject to confirmation by the Se , W

an elected official and who resides within the conservancy’s territory.

(B) One public member appointed by the Speaker of the Assembly, who is

who resides within the conservancy’s territory.

(C) One public member appointed by the Senate Committee on Rule

and who resides within the conservancy’s territory.

fficial and

Supervisors, who is a resident of that county.

(F) One member of the board or a designee who is 3
who is a resident of the District.

(H) One member of the board or a desi iglappointed by the Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla,
(I) One member of a non-govery ation focused on Environmental Justice work in the

Salton Seajare beslecalen e-organizations,and-others. Region appointed by

(2) The board shall also consi i¥eleX officio, nonvoting members designated as follows:
(A) The Director of Fi irector’s designee.
(B) The Secretary,

life, or the director’s designee.
esources, or the director’s designee.
he United States Bureau of Land Management, designated by the United

A majority of the voting members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of the business of the
conservancy. The board shall not transact the business of the conservancy if a quorum is not present



at the time a vote is taken. A decision of the board requires an affirmative vote of five of the voting
membership, and the vote is binding with respect to all matters acted on by the conservancy.
33817.

The board shall adopt rules and procedures for the conduct of business by the conservancy.
33818.

The board may establish advisory boards or committees, hold community meetings, and eng
public outreach.

33819.

The board shall maintain a headquarters office within the Salton Sea region. The consery@anc
rent or own real and personal property and equipment pursuant to applicable statut
regulations.
33820.

- (a) The board shall determine the qualifications of, and shall appoint

state, and federal agencies. The strategic plan shall establis
maintenance, and management of projects based upon 3

Salton Sea and Tributaries Feasibility Study, and s - that avoids any duplication of
roles between the Conservancy, the Salton & Mar ogram, and the Salton Sea Authority.

33821.
The board may enter into contracts widPprivate entities and public agencies to procure consulting
and other services necessary to achiev es of this division.

33822.
The conservancy’s expenses fofySup ministration may be paid from the conservancy’s
operating budget and any othe rces available to the conservancy.

i r

dance with the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act (Article 9

33823.
The board shall conduct busi i
(commencing with Se 111 f Chapter 1 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government
Code).
33824.
The board shallhold its fégular meetings within the Salton Sea region.

CHAPTE Po S ies, and Limitations

3825.
e Sa servancy Fund is hereby created in the State Treasury. Moneys in the fund shall

ilable, u appropriation by the Legislature, only for the purposes of this division.

conS@svancy may engage in partnerships with nonprofit organizations, local public agencies
ing the Salton Sea Authority, and landowners.

plementing this division, the conservancy shall cooperate and consult with the city or county
which a grantis proposed to be expended or an interest in real property is proposed to be acquired,
and shall, as necessary or appropriate, coordinate its efforts with the Salton Sea Authority and other
state agencies, in cooperation with the Secretary of the Natural Resources Agency.

33828.




(a) The conservancy may require a grantee to enter into an agreement with the conservancy on
terms and conditions specified by the conservancy.

(b) The conservancy may require a cost-share or local funding requirement for a grant. The
conservancy may make that cost-share or local funding requirement contingent upon the tot
amount of funding available, the fiscal resources of the applicant, or the urgency of the projec
conservancy may waive cost-share requirements.

(c) The conservancy may fund or award grants for plans and feasibility studies consistent wit:
plans.

(d) The conservancy may seek repayment or reimbursement of funds granted on
conditions it deems appropriate The proceeds of repayment shall be deposited in the fu

pmesssinied berthe Lociolaboee,
33829.

(a) The conservancy may provide grants and loans to state agencies, [@
nonprofit organizations to further the purposes of this division.

(b) An entity applying for a grant from the conservancy to acquire an inte
specify all of the following in the grant application:

(1) The intended use of the property.

(2) The manner in which the land will be managed.

(3) How the cost of ongoing operations, maintenance, an agemenb will be provided, including
an analysis of the maintaining entity’s financial capacj u t those ongoing costs.

33830.

The conservancy may sue and be sued. ’

33831.

The conservancy may acquire from willing se sferors interests in real property and
improve, lease, or transfer interests i prop in order to carry out the purposes of this
division.

33832.

The conservancy may enter i a e with a public agency, nonprofit organization, or
private entity for the constru ement, or maintenance of facilities authorized by the
conservancy.

33833.

The conservancy sha t exer the power of eminent domain.

33834.

-(a) The conser
to, federal, stat

and accept funds from various sources, including, but not limited
funds or grants, gifts, donations, bequests, devises, subventions, grants,
sistance and funds from public and private sources.
accept fees levied by others.
y may create and manage endowments.

ithstanding Section 10231.5 of the Government Code, on or before January 1, 2025, and
lly thereafter, the conservancy shall prepare and submit a report to the Governor and the
lature, pursuant to Section 9795 of the Government Code, on its implementatiensupport of the
erations, maintenance, and management of projects completed under the Salton Sea Management
Program Phase I: 10-Year Plan-and, the Long-Range Plan, or projects completed pursuant to the
Imperial Streams Salton Sea and Tributaries Feasibility Study that includes all of the following:




(a) A schedule of projects undertaken by the conservancy and a schedule of grants and loans made
by the conservancy.

(b) The program or goal specified by the 10-Year Plan-er, the Long-Range Plan_or the Imperial
Streams Salton Sea and Tributaries Feasibility Study under which each project, grant, or loan wa
carried out and the manner and extent to which the goals of the project, grant, or loan, and the Is
of this division, were achieved and the actual cost thereof, including an accounting.

(c) A schedule of grants awarded to the conservancy and the disposition of the funds granted.
(d) The disposition of the funds appropriated to the conservancy in the fiscal year preceding the

tasks, and expected completion dates.
(f) An identification of additional funding, legislation, or other resout
effectively enable the conservancy or local governments to carry out the
33836.
(a) The conservancy may expend funds and award grants and loans to elop projects and
programs that are designed to further the purposes of this divi
(b) The conservancy may provide and make available tec mation, expertise, and other
nonfinancial assistance to public agencies, nonprofit organi
support program and project development and implenag
33837.

(a) Nothing in this chapter shall limit or alter @) The

ations to the Salton Sea as identified in
age t of the Salton Sea, including the Salton
Sea Management Plan, the Long-Range Plan or an appli State Water Resources Control Board order,
including Orders WRO 2002-0013 and WR® and orders issued on or after January 1, 2023.(2)
The State’s required consultation and co@idi toration projects with the Salton Sea Authority
pursuant to Chapter 402, Statutes of 3.

338XX (Salton Sea Authority go ncing and State appropriations - TBD)






